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Release Notes: September 2015

The latest version of AIMS adds a new form of outcome monitoring called Distance Travelled. Up to six indicators can be added to each subject to monitor the progress and change in attitude or behaviour by the client in relation to the work you do.

Distance Travelled is only available in AIMS Extra.

See below for a users guide.
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The Distance Travelled outcome monitoring function is only available in AIMS Extra.

[image: ]The Distance Travelled (DT) function can be accessed from the Subject Header via the DT button.

Distance Travelled is an outcome measure that allows you to capture information that can be used to monitor changes in the client’s views or behaviour through-out their period of contact. For instance, you may choose to monitor the client’s level of confidence, to see if the work you are doing with the client has had a positive effect. 

See the section in Configuration on how to set up the different indicators and associated scales.

 How to use Distance Travelled

1. [image: ]The DT outcome monitor can have up to six different indicators, i.e. questions that can be used to monitor changes in the client’s behaviour, state of mind or activity levels. In the example shown here three indicators have been activated.

You could measure how the client’s levels of confidence changed over time as a result of your intervention, or look at the increase or decrease of a particular activity, e.g. increase in social interactions or a reduction in drug taking behaviour.

2. DT monitoring utilises a simple numeric response scale, against which all of the indicators will be measured, i.e. different indicators cannot use different length scales. The response scale can run from zero (answer is left blank) to 10, or any length scale in between.

3. For instance, you may want to create a scale of 1 – 5 with 1 being “Not met at all” and 5 being “Fully met”. Please note however, AIMS will only hold the scale values of 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5, and the descriptors will exist in your questionnaire, but not within the database.

This enables you to have different descriptor wording for any of the indicator questions. In the example below, although the same 1 - 5 scale will be used for all indicators, the answers in your questionnaire to “How confident do you feel” will be different to the answers for the indicator 3 question “What best describes your state of mind”. 


4. Enter data by clicking on the add button. Select the date to which the indicators will apply and then provide the score.

5. The scores for each indicator are collected over the time the client is with the agency and can be used to plot changes, showing the distance travelled. This information can be reported on using the specially designed reports.

In the example below a measure has been taken starting in June and ending in August.
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Reporting on the collected data

6. Three reports have been created that will allow you to report on the data collected.

Distance Travelled Detail
Distance Travelled Most recent
Distance Travelled Overall

Distance Travelled Detail will display each and every dated interval for each client and for each subject.

Distance Travelled Most recent will display the change between the last measure taken and the one immediately before that. The information will be an average of all the records captured in the selection criteria. 

Distance Travelled Overall will display the change between the first and last measure taken. The information will be an average of all the records captured in the selection criteria.

All three reports can be saved in Excel spread sheet format to allow for further data manipulation, if required.
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Configuring Distance Travelled

1. AIMS allows up to 6 indicators to be active at any one time. Decide on the wording for each indicator which will display as its label in the Distance Travelled (DT) form in the Subject Header. Tick to make the indicator active and visible.
[image: ]
2. All active indicators will appear in the DT form. Therefore if you have different indicators for different projects it is not possible to make some visible to only those projects or subjects.

3. All the indicators share a range which can be from 0 – 10. Zero is achieved by not putting in a value in the Subject Header form.



NOTE: If you change the range after data has already been collected (i.e. start with a range of 1 – 5 and then change it to 1 – 10), your results may become unreliable, if two different scales are captured in the same report 

4. The range numbers are simply numeric values. Outside of AIMS, in your client survey or questionnaire you can ascribe each of those values with a different response. 

This enables you to have different descriptor wording for any of the indicator questions. The answers in your questionnaire to indicator 1 “How confident do you feel” will be different to the answers for the indicator 3 question “What best describes your state of mind”. 
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Subject Change Name - Self
Reference  PW/5/09

Indicators

Indicator 17/06/2015  17/07/2015  17/08/2015  Previous  Overall
How confident do you feel 1 3 5 2

Are you better able to manage your money 1 4 5 4

What best describes your state of mind 2 3 4 4
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Distance Travelled Overall
Show distance travelled for selected clients (first to last)

Indicator
How confident do you feel
Are you better able to manage your money
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